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Globalization and cultural diversity of the world in the 21st century require education and upbringing of a generation with a new thinking, a generation possessing all the 21st century skills necessary for life as global citizens. That’s why the main goal of teaching English at school is to develop communicative competence: the ability to use the language correctly and appropriately to accomplish communication goals. Learners should be able to make themselves understood, using their current proficiency to the fullest. They should try to avoid confusion in the message (due to faulty pronunciation, grammar, or vocabulary); to avoid offending communication partners (due to socially inappropriate style); and to use strategies for recognizing and managing communication breakdowns. What is the way to achieve this goal? From my point of view, the internet projects are one of the ways. The Internet network is useless without communication as it is an international multinational, cross-cultural society which is based on electronical communication of billions of people in the world. While participating in it we learn to communicate and produce meaningful and real communication. All the internet projects are based on teaching communicative skills at all levels. Besides, they teach children to act and get knowledge. As Bernard Shaw said, the best way to get knowledge is through activity and the internet projects, especially the IEARN projects, allow students to experience it. Nowadays they have become an irreplaceable means in teaching English as they provide students with an opportunity to use authentic materials, to communicate with real people, answer their questions and express their own ideas – that is to create real communication to achieve the main goal of teaching English. 

That’s why when schools got an access to the Internet our school registered on the IEARN website and started to participate in different IEARN projects. As is known the IEARN – International Educational and Resource Network is a non-profit organization that works in more than 130 countries. It includes 15000 schools, 30000 teachers and 2000000 students. The IEARN suggests interactive curriculum-based projects in which students aged 5-20 are creating, researching, sharing opinions, and becoming global citizens. Every day a million students are involved in collaborative work in the projects. Students and educators communicate and collaborate in over 200 forums through texts, images, videos, sound and real-time media, all on a multi-lingual and visual platform. The IEARN enables the youth to learn with, rather than simply about, the world. As Dr. Ed Gragert, the visionary Executive Director of  IEARN said, "IEARN is a community of educators, students and other individuals who share the vision that 1) education can be enhanced when students interact globally on issues that are of interest and passion; and 2) generations of global citizens who understand that the problems the planet is facing are human-made and can be resolved when people work together..."
The motto of teachers working in the IEARN projects “Teach and learn with joy and inspiration” has become my motto too. Having analyzed school curriculum and the IEARN project booklet that contains more than 150 projects, I chose those topics which were interesting for us and were to be studied at school in accordance with our school curriculum. I’d like to admit that due to these projects the lessons have become more effective and creative and the students have learnt to write compositions, essays, poems, letters, to make power point presentations, to create videos, to communicate and collaborate in forums and video conferences.

Now I’d like to present some of the IEARN projects we are taking part in this school year. For three years the students of senior grades have been participating in the One Day of life project organized by Chris Byer, a teacher from the USA. Students write about, photograph and discuss their daily lives, both on ordinary days and on special occasions (media.iearn.org/projects/onedayinthelife). This project gives an opportunity to children of different ages and at different levels of English to speak and write on many topics studied at school, such as My Working day, My Day off, My School, My Meals, My Summer Holidays, to learn more about the culture of other people and to compare our customs and traditions with those of other people.
This year we have joined the One Day on Earth project (http://www.onedayonearth.org). The goal of the project is to create an open shareable archive and documentary film of the world on October 10, 2010. The coordinators of the project hope to enlighten, teach and benefit humanity through global collaboration and inspired media creation in order to find a deeper understanding of life on this planet. On October 10 thousands of people from every nation around the world filmed their perspective and contributed their voice to the largest participatory media event in history. One day on earth showcases the amazing diversity, conflict, tragedy and triumph that occur in one 24-hour period.  The participants include schoolchildren from different countries to Academy Award nominated filmmakers and charitable organizations. Our students documented the day with still photos and videos. I helped them to edit their footages and 10 photos and 12 videos have already been uploaded on the website. (Lunopark http://vimeo.com/16938855 ,  Pokrovskaya Charity Fair http://vimeo.com/16670062, My trip to Poland http://vimeo.com/16664816,
An autumn walk http://vimeo.com/16659007,Visiting the museum (Untitled) http://vimeo.com/16626104,A day of a little girl http://vimeo.com/16625459,
A sunny autumn day in Belarus http://vimeo.com/16583426, Naughty Insects http://vimeo.com/16530561, Ducks on the Shara River http://vimeo.com/16527343
10.10.2010 http://vimeo.com/16504982, Autumn http://vimeo.com/16928571).

We hope to see them in the future in a film as One day on earth is planning to create a feature or a documentary film that best represents daily life on the planet as recorded on October 10. There will also be Geo-tagged Archive – a dynamic video archive of all context shot on 10.10.10 searchable by topic, popularity and location. One can also enjoy a book – a published collection of still photography shot on that day.

Every year the students of our gymnasium take part in more than 15 projects of international and national levels. We are active participants of the Environment online (ENO) project (www.enoprogramme.org) and last year we became the main ENO school in Belarus. ENO is a global virtual school and network for sustainable development which unites schools from 104 countries. Within the project students study the same environmental topics and do real deeds for the environment. Millions of children and adult learners have been involved in this activity with their teachers and local communities. ENO is an example of how small can become big and of how one can make a difference. It makes us think globally and act locally. It has become a tradition to celebrate International Peace Day and ENO Tree Planting Day on September 21 at our school.

It should be mentioned that Tree Planting Day (http://www.enotreeday.net) is the most popular activity within the ENO programme. It is held twice a year on September 21 and May 20. We were really happy to invite 45 educational establishments of Belarus (schools, an ecological centre, a kindergarten and a university) to plant trees together with the whole world. We can’t imagine our lives at present without the March of frogs and the Climate Change Campaign the goals of which are to learn the concept climate change and the mechanism (causes and consequences), to understand local and global impacts of climate change, to learn how we can act to reduce the impact of climate change and to raise the issue locally and get people involved. The mascot for the campaign is Frank the Frog, a frog that fights against the climate change. Frank collects pledges from people to reduce the impact of climate change. The highlight of the campaign is the March of Frogs that takes place on the 21st of January. Schools march with their self-made frogs and collect pledges from people and ask them really DO SOMETHING to reduce the effect of climate change.
All our works: presentations, essays, drawings, posters and videos were highly appreciated by our partners from Finland and we were invited to the JoensuuWay 2009 and SciFest - an ecological conference in Finland. We were pleased to be  part of a huge team of 2000 representatives from 40 countries who gathered there to present their scientific achievements or solutions to different environmental issues, to let the world know about the traditions and customs of their countries. We took part in different workshops: water pollution, 3Rs:Reduce.Reuse. Recycle, planning a town for future generations to live, global warming, etc. We made paper ourselves, tried to make Chinese knots and write Chinese, learnt more about the culture of India, Turkey, Slovenia, Tanzania, Finland, etc. We also visited Finnish schools and learnt about the system of education in Finland. The walk in the forest was unforgettable as when it was warm in Belarus it was very cold in Finland and there was deep snow in the forest there.
There’s a project that I’d like to recommend for starting your participation in the IEARN project.  It’s Learning Circles (http://media.iearn.org/projects/

learningcircles). IEARN Learning Circles has been a long running project that has facilitated Internet and communication technology collaborative project-based learning among classrooms in diverse regions of the world since 1995. Learning Circles are highly interactive, project-based partnerships among a small number of schools located throughout the world. The idea of the Learning Circles belongs to a wonderful woman, scientist and educator from California, Margaret Riel. The intention is to create a circle of schools - connected through computers and the Internet - simultaneously working on the same topic, exchanging information and learning from each other. The project usually takes 10 to 16 weeks and two circles are organised every year. . A Learning Circle is created by a team of 6-8 teachers and their classes joined in the virtual space of an electronic classroom. The group remains together over a 3-4 month period working on projects drawn from the curriculum of each of the classrooms organized around a selected theme. At the end of the term the group collects and publishes its work. Then, just as any class of students does, the Learning Circle comes to an end. The result is authentic student work and true international collaboration. The most valuable among the benefits we obtained from our learning circle are: a) new knowledge and experience obtained while participating in the learning circles;
b) improved ICT skills and wider knowledge of computers and the Internet;
c) improved general language skills, especially reading and writing, and the knowledge of the vocabulary of a specific topic;
d) experience and skills in teamwork;
e) getting acquainted with and learning about other cultures;
f) contacts around the world.
I’d like to present one more project which is getting more and more popular with our students – the Adobe Youth Voices project (http://adobeyouthvoices.org). The AYV project engages people around the world to create with purpose. Educators empower the youth to engage with their communities by sharing their ideas, concerns, aspirations through the use of cutting-edge multimedia tools. It provides opportunities for youth to explore and comment on their world, take positive actions where they live and develop the ability to think creatively, communicate effectively and work collaboratively, to acquire critical 21 century skills needed for school, career and life as global citizens. 
Within this project we created the video “My Slonim” about our native town which got the first prize in our region video contest. Our video ‘ENO makes us one” was chosen Top 10 in our group and got into Top 40 in the “Change our climate, change our world” video contest organized by ExchangesConnect and the United States Department of State's Bureau of Educational & Cultural Affairs (http://connect.state.gov). Our first video “My culture + your culture=?”  was highly appreciated by the AYV coordinators and the Adobe Foundation and we were honoured to represent Belarus at the First Annual Adobe Youth Voices Summit which was held in Stanford University last summer. It was a great reward for us as only 100 participants (36 teachers and 64 students) were chosen among 7500 students and 400 teachers from 30 countries to participate in the Summit. We visited Adobe San Jose headquarters and Dreamworks studios where we learnt new media-making methods in the workshops led by famous filmmakers and Adobe employees, met with the makers of such movies as Shrek and Madagascar. We created collaborative media projects together with the youth from the USA, India and Argentina. Black Nature, the famous musician, and Wendy Levi, the Director of Creative Programming at the Bay Area Video Coalition inspired us with stories how media could make us resilient and inspire others around us towards awareness and action. The gala event AYV Live was really unforgettable as we were given a chance to meet up with famous American singers and hip-hop dancers.
Our students’ works are published in the international booklets “Laws of life”, “Vision”, “Kindred” and on many websites.

In conclusion I’d like to say that the IEARN projects are a really useful, effective method that can be integrated into the learning process. They bring teachers and students valuable benefits as they have an enormous motivation potential and stimulate students’ learning, broaden young people’s outlook, develop their personalities and master their language skills. Being part of these projects you can find partners and friends abroad and students can improve their ICT skills. 
If you get interested you are welcome to the IEARN projects. What you have to do is to click on the Internet sign on your computer and go to the IEARN website (www.iearn.org) to register there and start working with your students there.
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